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The Franciscan, Creator of Alternatives

Adaptedrom the intervention of Prof. Mario CayotaFOto the CIOFSresidency
November X, 2007

When Francis speaks fithe world, he is not referring to the temporal realitiesvhich people

live but, rather, tothe mentality and orgaration of these realitiethat are based on values that
are not in conformity withthe Gospel. In the same walyying in the world mplies a
renunciationof a style of life that is contrary to the Gospel and not allowing oneself to be
contaminated byhis life style

The worldthat Francis and Clare exhed their followergo renounce was the one tleatalted
power andviolence a world that had stablishedunjust and inequitable social structures
including amedieval societydivided into classes and aworld that sought individualhonor,
riches angersonal fulfillment.lt is thisworld, one which iscontrary to the will of God and the
values preached by Jesubat Franciscas are called torenounce. The first Franciscan
evangelizersvho arrived toAmericaprovide a poignant witnessvhen they arrivedh the West
Indies, they renounced the world of the conquerdraracterizedby plundering and cruelfyand
followed an alternative way thattilized the early Christian community as its main poift o
reference.

The Franciscanwhether eligious orseculay is called to bea creator of alternatives.The
Franciscan always searches for ways that dferent from the ones proposed byithe worldb.
Today, SecularFranciscangre called taoenounce, among other thing®nsumerism, hedonism
and relativism, all of whiclhis Holiness Benedict XVI speakbout with good reason, as well as
the materialistic ideologies thaseek to seducepeople As a creatorof alternatives the



Franciscarshould not conform toot d a wadlds and should refuse tcceptcompetitionandthe
marketplaceas absolute values, even thoufbse are recognized as needetihe Franciscan

should gve testimony ofn familythat is dfferent from the one tht the present societyesireso

sell and imposeponus. Th e Fr anci s c anthesvalles of the Goapel, so differentl e c t
from the ones that are presenteday onthetelevision in themedia, and even in the laws that

are beingpassed in numerous countrieBhe Franciscan must refuse to conform to the ways of
theworld.

That said, Franciscans must live in the world and enter fully into dbeshandvorries of he
world in whichtheylive, as Franciglso did The Franciscan musissume the challenges that
present themselves and accept all that is good in the world of these present Tihees.
Franciscan musbe a person of hiser era. Francis and Clare were people of their time,
influencedby their culture but always transcending worldly ideals in favor of the Gospel life. In
the end, like Francis and Clare, Franciscans are calleghtunceall aspects othe world that

are not in conformitythe Gospeand flee this world whent ipresents a way of life that is
contrary to the Franciscan charisiio do this, the Franciscan must continually turn around and
embr ace a c¢hange enanceawndooav@rsionMETANROIA).hr ough p

In a true spirit of conversion, Franciscans nugsitinually reflect on some key questionshat/

isfAit he Yoothe FdadciscahWhat does it mearfor the Franciscato avoid becoming
engaged in worldly matters? To what extent c&ramciscan compromise living within the
contemporary world Theg fundamental concepts and questions must continually be kept in the
forefront of our awareness. Often, one can be lured in adopting attitudes that are egotistical and
that alienate us from each other. It is here thaptheifical and conciliar documéncanteach

us and encourage us ay beoplego order our livesn accordance witfustice and charity.

Let us alwaysemember thelear commandment of Jesus when he exhorted us to be the salt and
light of the world!



iFORMATI ON PROJECTO

THE 2'° INTERNATIONAL ROME COURSE- MARCH 2007
A BALANCE OF THE PROJECT TO DATE

Though with some delay, | offer a brief report on 2n® INTERNATIONAL FOR MATION COURSE FOR
NATIONAL FORMATORS F OR THE INITIAL FORMA TION held in Rome this past March 2007, for the
Spanishand French languages.

The course followed the same format as that of its preceding 2006 cfourtiee English and Italian
languages and took advantage from experiences gathered from the earlier course to improve the quality of
the contents and theirgsentation.

In attendance representing the Presidency and the Formation Commission wer®dilar@anty, OFS
(France); Fr. Martin Bitzer, OFM Conv. (Argentina) and Benedetto Lino, OFS, who along with Anna Pia
Viola, OFS (theology Italy) and Fr. Felie Cangel osi , OFM Cap. (lrtaly),
of the course.

24 brothers and sisters from 18 countries participated in the course.

Thejoy of being together for 8 days in a shared experience of intense work, prayer and fraternig/ was th
main characteristic of the course. This joy was increased by the fact that numerous brothers from Africa
and Vietnam were able to participate, in spite of the adverse conditions of their respective countries.
Thanks to the economic contribution of seVdranefactors (individuals and institutions), to whom goes

our gratitude, the CIOFS Presidency made it possible also for the representatives from poor countries who
had applied, to take part in the course.



