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A DREAM COMES TRUE

Emanuela De Nunzio, ofs

On February 20, 2007, during a meeting of the CIOFS Presidency in Rome, the new CIOFS headquarters was officially inaugurated.


The occasion was filled with joy and served as an opportunity to reflect on the variety of circumstances that had been lived by those responsible for the international fraternity, beginning with the unforgettable Manuela Mattioli. Over the years, much effort was expended in searching for a site that would provide some stability and support to the operation of the CIOFS Secretariat. For over twenty years, we had lived as pilgrims, going from one place to another, all of them offered through the fraternal generosity of the First Order Friars. However, this situation was always precarious and inadequate, and falling short of securing the necessary autonomy required of an Order. 


Over time, inconveniences grew, together with the growing number of tasks required of the Secretariat as a result of the consolidation and development of the International Fraternity and because of the strengthened relations between the Presidency and the National Fraternities. By the time of the 1996 General Chapter, the Presidency launched the "Headquarters Project" to provide the International Fraternity with a working instrument to pursue the acquisition of a headquarters, a need which was already indispensable. At the beginning, this Project did not resonate well but, after the 2002 General Chapter, the project was vigorously and courageously pursued by the new Presidency. A number of favorable circumstances - which can be interpreted as "providential" – aligned themselves in support of the project, including the recognition by the Italian Government of the juridical personality of CIOFS, the offer by a local SFO Italian Fraternity to sell its apartment in Rome at a very reasonable price with advantageous conditions, the support of national fraternities and of many individual brothers and sisters for the project, as well as the generous financial contributions offered by the First Order and TOR General Curia. 


All of these details were presented by the General Minister during her presentation at the inauguration of the headquarters. Together with all the members of the Presidency, the General Minister of the Capuchins and TOR, the OFM and OFM Conv. Vicar Generals, the CIOFS General Secretaries and Treasurer, and a limited number of collaborators and guests, the headquarters was officially opened. As part of the inauguration, His Excellence Monseignor Agostino Gardin, Secretary to the Congregation IVCSVA and former General Minister OFMConv, blessed the apartment and expressed his pleasure and warm congratulations.


From the photos of the inauguration available on the CIOFS website, one can get a sense of the cordial atmosphere that permeated the gathering, confirming how satisfied everyone felt that the International Fraternity could finally rely on its own "house" to support its work. Certainly not luxurious, the headquarters is well designed and will serve to effectively support the work of the Secretariat and respond to the needs of the brothers and sisters from across the world.


We wish to remind everyone, however, that the International Fraternity must continue to make payments towards the purchase of its new headquarters. You are therefore encouraged to continue your support of this project with the same sense of co-responsibility demonstrated up until now, so that the project may be fully completed in due course.

	Mons. Agostino Gardin blessing the headquarters with Fr. Mauro Johri, OFMCap General Minister, Fr. Francesco Bravi, OFM General Vicar, Encarnación del Pozo, SFO General Minister.
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	A small banquet with goodies on the inaguration.
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	Encarnación del Pozo giving her message while Fr. Irudhaya Sami, OFMCap is listening.


Anna Maria Crescenti at the entrance hall by the Holy Pope’s picture dedicated to the CIOFS
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	Doug Clorey, Lucy Almirañez at the photocopy room.
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	Xavier Campos and Rosalvo Mota in one of the offices, while being observed by Fr. Martin Blitzer, ofm conv and the General Treasurer, Carlo Ceru.
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	General Treasurer, Carlo Ceru with Mr. Rossi, who was responsible for remodeling the apartment.
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	Fr. Ivan, Xavier, Fr. Michael, Fr. Samy, Chelito with Fr. Mauro Jordi and Emanuela De Nuncio.
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	Fr Michael, Chelito, M. Aparecida and Fr. Samy.
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	Fr. Ben Brevoort with Emanuela De Nunzio and Wilhelmina Visser
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Saint Francis visits our brothers deprived of freedom

Cristina Ribles, sfo
Learning the Word of God takes the lifetime of a human being and perhaps will never be achieved, living it is a challenge. To discover Francis, understanding how he lived the Gospel as Christ asks of us, is an incentive for the ones of us who have opted to be Brothers and Sisters of Penance. 
Thus following Christ and Francis since February of last year, and after having received authorization from the penitentiary authorities, I started a course that we called "Franciscan Catechesis" with a group of interns of the jail "Las Flores" in the Province of Santa Fe, Argentina.. At first we had only four people, since this was a pilot project radically different from the one that the penitentiary’s pastors were undertaking. This course-workshop took place because the interns requested it, so beside the Gospels we taught them about the beginning of St. Francis life, with its juvenile disturbances, his jail time, and his encounter with Our Lord, as well as showing them the movie "Brother Sun, Sister Moon." 
During these first months, because I was giving this catechesis all alone, we could not admit other interns because of security. Finally, by the grace of Our Lord, the Formation director, a volunteer at the convent, and a young university student joined us. We deepened the knowledge of St. Francis’s life, showed other movies about his life, as we were allowed to admit more interns that now number from 12 to 18. Among them we have two protestant brothers who are learning the foundation of our faith. At the end of October, we came up with the idea of creating a living nativity scene – the first one ever in the jail. This caused a storm of emotions and sacrifices to resolve all the many problems, but finally, on December 23, in the Chapel of the jail house, the spectacle took place, with the cooperation of the interns, the collaboration of a group of brothers from the penitentiary police, and with the presence, in the role of the Virgin Mary, of a young and famous singer. Afterwards we celebrated Mass concelebrated by the jail’s Chaplain and our spiritual assistant.
Next year we plan to extend this mission to the juvenile pavilion, but our activities will continue beyond the inmates, reaching out to all the personnel of the penitentiary services, not only with the distribution of the convent’s bulletin, brochures, but also periodic talks that we maintain with the jail authorities. During the month and facing the need for equipment in the Chapel, four ceiling fans were donated, as well as audio equipment to be used during Mass and other pastoral events sponsored by the OFMs and the SFOs.
We really need the prayers of our brothers and sisters, and we thank you for all those that will remember this small work that the Saint Francis of Assisi Fraternity of Santa Fe is committed to continuing.
Paz y Bien!
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Life of Prayer
Emanuela De Nunzio

 

Since the approval of the Pauline Rule, the thematic relation of the "brave initiatives" in the promotion of justice particularly in the field of public life (Rule n.15 Reg. SFO) has taken a greater and more pressing format in the formative process of Secular Franciscans and in the attention of the Fraternity to all levels. 

There is no refresher course, no formation text, neither Assembly nor Chapter in which these arguments do not occupy a preponderant, if not exclusive, space. That was probably necessary in a phase in which it was be a matter of giving a jolt to the Secular Franciscan Order in order to let it out it from a stasis, that had lasted a long time, and had obfuscated the dynamism of its origins and the fervor of the social initiatives of the Brothers and Sisters of Penance. A stasis that in many places "had ghettoed" the Fraternities, transforming them in devotional, personal piety, and sterile groups.

I wonder if we are not falling in the opposite excess. I wonder also if the SFO is not walking in the way of life of so many Christians today, convinced that the engagement toward humanity exhausts that toward God. The Holy Father Benedict XVI encourages us to guard against this attitude, when - he asserts – constitutes "justification by means of works". And he continues: "man justifies himself when he carries out in the world where he lives what clearly seems necessary, but lacks the inner light and the spirit of all" (7 November 2006 - Speech to the Bishops of Switzerland). The Holy Father expresses the conviction that the "centrality of God" must appear in all our thoughts and works. Faith guides us decidedly toward God and it seeks to push us toward God also by means of our works. In the contrary, the works can easily decay into activism and become empty.

Today there is also, and in a very subtle way, a great danger in a certain way of considering prayer: that to pray is a means of escape from the grip of pain, desolation, and the hard work of living. There is a lot of misunderstanding, or at least of minimalization, in looking at this sacred action in which the baptismal link is expressed. That the Christian prayer can be identified in terms of mental hygiene, self help, relaxing methods, in order to exit from the stresses of daily life in a complex society like ours.

How to avoid these risks? In the Gospel Jesus gives to his disciples the example of the prayer that accompanies every moment of his mission and reminds them that it is necessary "to always pray, without ceasing". He tells them not to worry about annoying, or importunating the Father, "crying day and night toward him". Recalling the instruction of the Master, St. Paul recommends to the Thessalonians: "Pray incessantly, in everything giving thanks; this in fact is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you " (1 Thess. 5, 16-18).

The great Fathers of the Church of East and West, the spiritual masters of all times, have tried to explain this necessity to always pray. What does it mean? How is it possible to always pray? The solution to the problem of always praying, without interruption, is that of Origen: "He prays without pause that joins the prayer to the necessary works, and the works to the prayer. Therefore we only can consider realizable the prescription to pray without rest." This solution constitutes living in a continuous state of prayer. The prayer life becomes a personal habitual disposition, independently from the other actions that complete it.

Prayer has a determining role in the life of St. Francis. Consider his great confidence in the Highest One, Omnipotent, and Good Lord. Francis, in an instruction on prayer, doesn’t give a method that standardizes praying. This prayer, inspired from the Writings, leaves the heart under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Francis, filled up with the love of Jesus, "Jesus door of my heart, Jesus on my lips, Jesus in my hands, Jesus in all my other limbs" (FF 522). Further, making reference to the Gospel, he exhorts the brothers to direct their hearts to God, because the heart is the center of man, the center of decisions: in the heart inhabits either Satan or God with His Word. For their entire life men are exposed to the danger that "suddenly the devil comes and takes away that which has been seeded in their hearts, because they did not believe and were saved" (FF 58). The prayer is therefore for Francis much more than one meditation on God, or one succession of words. To the contrary, it is a loving interaction with God, a permanent link with God.

On the footsteps of our Seraphic Father, our Rule (n.6) prescribes: "As Jesus was the true worshipper of the Father, therefore (Secular Franciscans) make prayer and contemplation the spirit of being and working". We cannot consider ourselves only the Franciscan laity because we meet once a month, or every fifteen days, or even once a week. These encounters are useful for living in fraternity and in order to increase the sense of belonging to the Order, but if we want to be authentic children of St. Francis we must learn to always pray, without tiring. For the Secular Franciscan, the instruction of uninterrupted prayer is contained in the art. 14.5 of the CC. GG.: "In every place and every time it is possible for the true worshippers of the Father to render worship and to pray; however the brothers should try to find times of silence dedicated exclusively to prayer ". 

Prayer is the natural atmosphere in which we learn to perfect ourselves, to sanctification, to purify our distractions from the thousands of pressures and often consciences suffocated by the triviality of daily life. Prayer is the only way to "listen to the voice of the Spirit", to receive and to love suffering in kind and disease in species. Tertulliano: "the Christian prayer... will not give the gift of immunization from pain, but it certainly gives the virtue of firm support and patience to those who suffer, increases the abilities of the spirit with the gift of faith in reward, shows the great value of pain accepted in the name of God". 

We cannot operate well in our work if we don’t pray during and after. The uninterrupted prayer is the arena in which we learn to taste eternity in this time by means of the exercise of the "mystic of the quotidian" (Karl Rahner) to which all Christians are called, and in a particular way the laity. Only by exercising the mystic of the quotidian, we become ready also to see the possibilities of a higher life: the work of heroic sacrifice (when offered), the mortal testing, the blessed soul’s prodigality, the holy madness, and finally the transitus in which we will die our own death, which is death in the death of Christ. How can we be ready for this sublime hour, that nobody can search for and reach, according to a inscrutable designated second, without maintaining ourselves ready, as much as possible, in our living our daily life?
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Croatia - Course of Formation for the Spiritual Assistants of the SFO and YouFra
Fr. Ivan Matic, OFM
The first formation course for the Spiritual Assistants of the SFO and YouFra in Croatia was held from February 26 to March 1, 2007, in the retreat house, “Tabor,” in Samobor, Croatia.  One hundred and six spiritual assistants were registered for the course, including a significant number of Franciscan Sisters who serve as spiritual assistants to the SFO and YouFra in the country.  The National Minister, Mato Batorović, SFO, and the National Councilor for YouFra, Atonija Kvesić, SFO, were able to be present for the whole course.  The course was sponsored by the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants of the SFO and YouFra in collaboration with the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants.
The principal presenters for the course were the General Spiritual Assistants: Martin Bitzer, OFM Conv., Samy Irudaya, OFM Cap, and Ivan Matić, OFM.  They developed the following themes: The Importance of a Knowledge of the Documents of the SFO (this was prepared by Michael Higgins, TOR, and presented by Zvonimir Brusač, TOR, the National Spiritual Assistant in Croatia); Collegial Assistance (Martin Bitzer, OFM Conv.); The Role of the Spiritual Assistant in the Local Fraternity (Samy Irudaya, OFM Cap.); and Franciscan Youth and Assistance to YouFra (Ivan Matić, OFM).
The moderators for the course included the National Spiritual Assistant to the SFO and YouFra: Ljudevit Maračić, OFM Conv., the President in turn of the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants; Nikola Bašnec OFM Cap., National Spiritual Assistant; Miljenko Hontić OFM Conv., National Spiritual Assistant to YouFra; and, Milan Krišto, OFM, President in turn of the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants to YouFra.  The presence of the following was greatly appreciated: the Ministers Provincial Đuro Hontić, OFM. Conv., and Ivica Petanjak, OFM Cap, and the Vicar Provincial Matija Koren, OFM.  A particular recognition and thanks is given for the presence of Jure Šarčević, OFM Cap, General Councilor, and Bishop Josip Mrzljak, the Auxiliary Bishop of Zagreb who is a professed member of the SFO.  The Bishop honored us by celebrating the closing Eucharist for the course.
The National Fraternity of the SFO in Croatia is made up of 5 regional fraternities with approximately 4,800 professed members.  The National Fraternity of YouFra is also made up of 5 regional fraternities with approximately 1,000 young Franciscans in 68 local fraternities.
A number of spiritual assistants from Bosnia/Herzegovina actively participated in the course.  They enriched our discussion through a sharing of their experience of life in mission in their land that is so beautiful - but is so marked by the wounds of war.  In fact, as Petar Anđelović OFM, the National Spiritual Assistant for the SFO in Bosnia/Herzegovina, pointed out - of the 4,500 members of the SFO who lived in Bosnia before the war, only 1,225 remain in 18 local fraternities.  According to Sretan Ćurčić, OFM, the National Spiritual Assistant in Herzegovina, there are approximately 700 professed members of the SFO in Herzegovina in 5 local fraternities and 1,000 Franciscan youth in 15 local fraternities of YouFra.
The formation course was well prepared and enjoyed the active involvement all of the participants.  The work in groups was particularly fruitful and elicited a number of concrete proposals for the future of spiritual assistance to SFO and YouFra fraternities both in Croatia and in Bosnia/Herzegovina.  For example, it was decided that it is important to organize a yearly course of formation on a national level that will be held every February.  The next one will be held in Bosnia/Herzegovina from February 19-21, 2008, and its main theme will be the Manual for Assistance that is published by the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants.  A Croatian translation of this text should be ready by the end of 2007.  The Conference of National Spiritual Assistants in Bosnia/Herzegovina has accepted the responsibility of organizing the course in collaboration with the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants.
At the end of the course the participants received a printed copy, in Croatian, of all of the conferences of the General Spiritual Assistants as well as the Conference’s document: “Guidelines for the Formation of Religious in the Understanding of and Assistance to the SFO and YouFra.” 
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A library in Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, a community service example.

 Juan Carlos Gastón Torres OFS

SFO National Vice-minister Puerto Rico

From the staircase of the Cathedral “Our Lady La Candelaria”, in my home town, Mayagüez, in the island of Puerto Rico, a sign in one of the buildings surrounding the Central Square of the town reads Youth Library of  Mayagüez.

This library was founded in 1992 as the first communitarian library that leads all their efforts in promoting love for reading among kids and young people from families with limited economical resources. It operates entirely on donations made by the community and with the sponsorship from private companies. The most curious feature is that it does not have employees; it runs fully with the volunteer work of the people from the community. Among the services that it offers, I can mention: a lounge with reference material (encyclopedias, dictionaries, etc.), so that kids and teenagers who do not have access to books can do their homework; a computer center having 15 workstations with access to internet; more than 35,000 books properly labeled and organized so that kids can easily use them; reading and writing tutorials delivered by volunteer university students; a room for kids at preschool age; Story Tail Time; guided visits for student groups from public schools that do not have libraries; trainings, work sections and educational talks for parents, teachers and people from the community; etc.  

I started to do volunteer work at this library in 1998 and certainly God has blessed me during all these years since I have seen how little by little it has been transformed in the same way a grain of sand is transformed into a highly valuable pearl, admired by its beauty, but that no one imagines the very long process that preceded the transformation. Since 2000, God has placed me on front of this library as its Executive Director and, as a Secular Franciscan, I have been able to set the coronation of the Franciscan ideal: make out of this world one with more social justice and equality of opportunities. One in which all children, no matter their social status, can grow with the certainty of reaching their dreams, which ever those are, by exercising the right of receiving a dignified education and having access to books and technology.

What started as a dream in the mind of the library’s founder, thanks to God, is nowadays a reality. So much so that in the year 2004, as Executive Director of the library, I had the opportunity of visiting the White House, in the capital of USA, Whasington D.C., and receiving from the hands of the First Lady of the USA, Laura Bush, the 2004 National Library Service Award. This price is the highest award granted by the government of the USA and the Institute of Museums and Library Service to museums and libraries for outstanding communal service trajectory. Imagine, only three libraries were awarded in the whole of the USA, and our small library was one of them. With an annual budget of US$ 35,000.00, it was able to compete against very large libraries having annual budgets of more than US$ 2,000,000.00!

We, Secular Franciscans, have the commitment of taken a more active roll in our communities. We cannot live our lives as mere spectators of human sufferings or social injustices. We are called to transform our communities and provide them with the tools that allow our people to aspire to a more dignified life. We have to re-take our option for the poor and deprived! How can we be called Franciscans if we keep on quieting and turning our heads away when we witness the injustices of our times? Is it perhaps that we have forgotten we live in this world… that we are SECULARS? 

We shall not confuse our promise of humility with inertia. There is no bigger act of humility, and at the same time, of greatness, than to serve our fellow brothers and sisters, considering that it is to the same Christ himself to whom we serve. 

Peace and good!



Left to right: Robert S. Martin, Director, Institute of Museum and Library Services; Juan Carlos Gaston, Director, Mayaguez Children’s Library; Jonathan Sanchez, 17-year-old library patron and tutor for elementary school children; First Lady Laura Bush. Photo by Steven E. Purcell. 
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International Congress on St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
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On February 23, 2007, an international congress was celebrated in Rome to deepen the understanding of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, patroness of the Secular Franciscan Order and the Third Order Regular. 

Organized by the Third Order Regular, the Congress was held in the St. Anthony Hall of the "Pontificia Universitá Antonianum". All of the members of the CIOFS Presidency attended this important event, as well as other Franciscans, seculars and religious from different parts of the World. The congress began with a greeting from the Rector of the University, Johannes Freyer, OFM. A series of presentations followed during the rest of the day. Congress speakers included Professor Lori Pieper, SFO (USA)*, Professor Matthias Werner (Germany)*, Fr. Salvador Cabot, TOR (Spain), Fr. Pasquale Magro, OFM Conv. (Italy), Fr. Lino Temperini, TOR (Italy), Leonhard Lehmann, OFM Cap (Italy), and Chiara Mercuri (Italy). 

During the congress, speakers presented the most important historical events in the life of St. Elizabeth, a contemporary of St. Francis. In their presentations, they emphasized various aspects of her life, ranging from her role as wife and mother to the significance of her religious life and her close relationship with the Franciscan friars. Throughout the day, participants were reminded of the innovative character of St. Elizabeth, a character that sometimes presented challenges to the Church of her time in terms of the placement of her way of life, both while she was married and after becoming widowed. 

St. Elizabeth was very much aware of the social injustices of her time and addressed these through her life of faith and service to others. Upon withdrawing from her wealthy and noble life in Eisenach, Elizabeth was encouraged and supported by the first Franciscan friars who came to Germany. At the hospital that she founded in Marburg, she was viewed as a "soror in saeculo", adhering strictly to the Franciscan ideals and to Saint Francis himself. Although she was never officially received within the Franciscan Order, she always let herself be carried by the Franciscan spirit and entrusted the hospital to the Franciscans so as to be closer to those with whom she wished to live a fraternal life. It was in this same spirit that she was motivated to establish a prayer community within the Court, as well as a community at the hospital in Marburg with some of her followers.

 

* A summary of their intervention in Italian can be found at Lori Pieper,  and, Matthias Werner.   (These links go to our website).

[image: image13]

Index
ASIA-OCEANIA CONGRESS 2007 
The 2007 Asia-Oceania Congress participated in by Secular Franciscans, Franciscan Youth and Spiritual Assistants held on March 24-30 in Penang, Malaysia drew together  a total of sixty participants from 12 countries in Asia and Oceania.  
At the moment, there are seven constituted national fraternities in the region, namely:  India, Japan, Korea, Philippines, Vietnam,  Oceania and Indonesia.  (Unfortunately, Japan and Indonesia did not make it to the Congress).  The Secular Franciscan Order is likewise present in varying degrees of development in the following countries:  Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Papua New Guinea – all of which were happily represented in the Congress.  Reports also indicated the presence of the SFO in Bangladesh and initial steps are being undertaken to begin the SFO in Myanmar and East Timor. 
Congress participants included 25 Secular Franciscans (plus 8 support staff), 2 members of the Franciscan Youth and 18 Spiritual Assistants.   Seven members of the CIOFS Presidency showed their total support and solidarity by their active presence and participation in the Congress in five intense days of fraternal interaction, information- sharing, formation, dialogue and consultation. 
All National Fraternities present, constituted and emerging were heard as the SFO and Spiritual Assistants rendered their reports which also included reports on the Franciscan Youth.  The delegates listened to similar situations and challenges expressed as well as unique characteristics and problems encountered by certain countries.  
The participants had a chance to know about the SFO Worldwide with the graphic power point presentation of the General Vice Minister, Rosalvo Mota. Fr. Michael Higgins, TOR, spoke about Our Shared Origins making a brief historical presentation of the development of the Franciscan Order – and the Franciscan Family -- simply interesting even in it is complexity.  One topic that was also especially relevant and timely was given by the General Minister, Encarnacion del Pozo, who spoke about the Inspiring Life of our Patroness, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, whose eight birth centenary we are celebrating this year. The General Minister also spoke about the Priorities of the Order which reminded the SFOs to remain focused on the mandates of the previous General Chapter in so far as the life of the Order and its challenges are concerned.  Lucy Almirañez, CIOFS Presidency Councilor of Asia and Oceania and English-speaking Africa spoke about Profession in the SFO highlighting what it meant and what its implications are.   The topic of Xavi Ramos on the Franciscan Youth elicited a lot of interesting and challenging questions. His talk was preceded by a practical sharing on the Youfra in Vietnam by Maria Huynh Thuy, one of its leaders.  
One of the most awaited which was particularly important for the Spiritual Assistants present (but certainly, for all the rest who were present)  was the full day dedicated to issues concerning spiritual assistance.  The four General Assistants who gave a wonderful example of collegiality at work, each tackled the following topics:  Fr. Michael Higgins, TOR:  “The Importance of  a Knowledge of the Documents of the Secular Franciscan Order”;  Fr. Irudayasamy, OFM Cap: “Spiritual Assistance in the Local Fraternity”;  Fr. Ivan Matic, OFM:  “The Franciscan Youth and Spiritual Assistance”;  and  Fr. Martin Bitzer, OFM Conv:  “Collegial Assistance to the Secular Franciscan Order”. 
It is impossible to capture in this brief report everything that happened such as the group works that enabled the participants to engage in deeper and meaningful  interactions;  the impromptu singing and dancing by the beach which was like an anticipated Easter, the moments of prayer and daily Eucharist that nurtured our soul,  the honest dialogue and consultations that took place between the CIOFS Presidency and some  established and emerging fraternities – and even individual and personal encounters between the delegates and the Presidency; and  the colourful cultural dance presentation on the last night  by professional Malaysian dancers which was an extra-ordinary treat.  After the last day’s evaluation and synthesis, the Congress participants almost unanimously decided to hold the next joint Congress in 2010.    
While thanks are due to all the Congress participants and the CIOFS Presidency and those who have shared their efforts and financial resources, our most heartfelt gratitude is especially due the Regional Council of Malaysia for accepting to host the Congress 2007 with the support of the Capuchin friars.  We thank the SFO and friars in Kuala Lumpur for taking time to welcome and assist the participants.   In particular, we acknowledge the extra-ordinary efforts of the local fraternity of Penang and all the collaborations that took place, seen and unseen,  stirred by the love and enthusiasm of Serena Woon and Fr. Paul Cheong, OFM Capuchin. Thank you for allowing God to move you to make the Congress memorable.
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