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LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE OFM CAP GENERAL MINISTER

Dearest sister Encarnaciòn Del Pozo,

May the Lord give you Peace!

It is with great joy that we can finally say that the search has borne fruit, and we can return the original of the Apostolic Letter Seraphicus Patriarcha, which the venerated Pope Paul VI gave to the Secular Franciscan Order. We are well aware of what fundamental importance it is for the life of the Secular Order.

Therefore, it is with a profound feeling of communion that we place it in your hands after having taken care of it for all these years, also as a sign of our link in Francis, who never stops inviting us to be poor and simple in the world, each one in our own calling, but all called to recognize in Christ, the Love of the Father, the Saving Word, the Beauty of Life in the Spirit.

Dearest sister, as we feel ourselves more and more in communion in our lives, we thank each brother and sister in the Secular Franciscan Order for the prayer and support that each one has offered to us, the friars. Thank you and may the Lord gaze on you in blessing, show you his mercy and guide your footsteps in the Good.


With true fraternal affection,






Fra Mauro Jöhri

See our website at: http://www.ciofs.org/doc/rsa6enos.htm
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1.

SECULAR FRANCISCAN SHOULD BE PROPHETS

This is the key point of the intervention of Fr. José Carballo during the pastoral visit to the CIOFS Presidency.

Formation is the pillar of our re-foundation. Re-foundation means that it is important to go to our origin and rediscover our roots, the essential charismatic elements. What counts is the quality of life. We are Franciscans insofar as we live our project of life. If we do not live it, we do nothing.

What are the consequences of this re-foundation?

· Accepting our condition of minority. We should be happy about what we are. We must not compete with others. All of us are called to be “minors” in our society.

· Giving priority to the quality rather than quantity of life.

· Privileging the symbolic aspect rather than effectiveness. It is a temptation to put effectiveness above fraternity. We must put the renewal of the Order before survival. The Church does not need survivers, but living people.

Who can take on this journey? THE PROPHET: he has five characteristic features:

· A great memory. A population without history has neither present nor future. Without history the SFO family will have neither present nor future. We must purify our history by living the elements; we must have the courage to say “This is our history”.

· His attention is focused on reality, listening simultaneously to the Lord and to the people. We must always hold in our hands both the Bible and the newspaper to be aware of reality. The Holy Father in his Encyclical “Novo Millennio Advente” invites us to have memory and prophecy to “foresee the future”. We too must foresee the future, like Francis, who always looked ahead. By listening a lot it will be possible for us to have a vision of the future.

· A great love for people, which will allow us to live the present passionately. “Look at the past gratefully and live the present passionately” (John Paul II). A Franciscan must have the passion of Francis who, like Clare, was passionately in love with Jesus Christ and said “love is not loved”. The Scripture is very strongly based against those who are “tepid/lukewarm”.

· Faith and courage. A lot of faith because we know we are not alone. We must recuperate the faith in the Spirit. St. Francis is the first charismatic. He was the man “who moved the Spirit” We must recuperate the faith in the Lord of History. Today’s crisis is the crisis of faith. It is faith that gives us the courage to face events. The prophet has courage. He loves the Church profoundly and is critical at the same time. If we don’t have courage we should question ourselves about our faith.

· Great patience. Be willing to be rejected. We must go ahead knowing that it is not easy. We must not leave for tomorrow what we can do today, considering that no prophet died in his bed. Refusal is part of prophetical vocation. When one accepts to be a prophet, one must accept refusal, like Christ accepted death.

Now we must deepen the sense of our centenary as well as the centenary of St. Elizabeth. We cannot let these moments of grace go by; we cannot restrict ourselves to having a nice congress or making a beautiful publication. We must take action. There is a lot inaction in our family. We are an army. We are the world’s largest spiritual family. But what do we do?
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2.
 Commitment and Responsibility

Emanuela De Nunzio, SFO


The commitment and responsibility of the Catholic laity, in its diverse expressions, is to strive to present today, more than ever, in the concrete dimensions of everyday life (family, affections, work and leisure) the face of a Church that is friendly and missionary: that the expression of God's love for humanity,  which helps them to have faith and hope in life, become tangible by whatever means necessary.  In other words, its about our being converted more deeply into participants of the life  and mission of the Church, and for this reason, capable of loving and  guiding in a Christian sense the social fabric to which we belong.


I believe that for us Secular Franciscans, this road is outlined in our Rule, No. 6, where it states: "burried and raised with Christ in baptism; they have been united more intimately with the Church by profession.  Therefore, they should go forth as witnesses and instruments of her mission among all people, proclaiming Christ by their life and words."

From this precept of the Rule are derived three commitments, with their proper responsibility:  contemplation, witness and mission.


Isn't contemplation to see life through the eyes of Christ, transforming the person, things and everyday deeds into a crucial relationship with an exciting "road to sanctity?"


Isn't testimony, perhaps, the contribution into building a "more fraternal and just world" with the contagious love of the word of Christ, communicated to all people through patience, dialogue, listening and understanding? 


And isn't mission becoming everyday workers for Christ bringing "evangelical fervor" into the immense courtyard of history?

First commitment:  unceasing dialogue with God. 


"As Jesus was the true worshiper of the Father, so let prayer and contemplation be the soul of all they are and do."  This article of the Rule (No. 8, first paragraph) is the point of departure for each reflection on our identity. 


It is the point of departure because, if there isn't animated prayer, the SFO fraternity has no reason to exist: it could just as well be a social group for people who share a common interest, or a philanthropic group whose aim is to collaborate in works that serve any category of the needy. 

It is prayer that allows us to sense the richness of His presence.  In unceasing dialogue with God, we bring him into our history, into our reality, in our suffering, our happiness and the hope of the world.  This is our characteristic:  to feel ourselves immersed in this unceasing dialogue which re-centers itself in God and keeps us constantly united to Him.  But not for selfish pleasure, feeling assured that we shall be repaid by Him, but rather because when Our Lord gives Himself to us, we share Him, we manifest Him, we bring Him to others.

From prayer to the testimony of charity. 


From the adoring prayer directed to God flowers the demand of fraternal charity that urges us to be open to others, and to find all the ways and means to do good to them.


Admitted, through prayer, to contemplate the countenance of God, we cannot help feel the need and urgency to discover His face in the suffering, ruined and disfigured faces of so many of our brothers and sisters.  And so, the gesture of service, of love, of charity, of  sharing, of taking charge, of the transformation, according to the Gospel, into a good Samaritan for so many brothers and sisters that lay prostrate on the outskirts of our streets, at the fringe of our history, because there is no one who would give them their citizenship rights that, as God's children, also corresponds to them.


We read in the Gospel (Jn 6: 9-18) that Jesus worries not only about the hungry crowd, but that he also asks for collaboration from a young person with five loaves and two fishes.  And in this collaboration is manifested the Christian commitment to build God's kingdom, that is not only in the hereafter.  Moreover it is worthy, if possible, for secular Franciscans who are called “ to reduce their own personal needs so as to be better able to share spiritual and material goods with their brothers and sisters, especially those most in need " (General Constitutions: 15, 3).

Announce God's grace


After the prayer that contemplates, adores, gives thanks, invokes, and intercedes; after the charity is transformed into service, into attention,  into the attentive commitment of supporting those who are far away, who are alone, estranged: the third line of commitment  for the Secular Franciscan is the mission:  to go taking the Risen Lord's glory and the richness of the Word which he gives to the Church.


Many of us may remember the famous speech the Apostle Paul makes in the areopagus of Athens. Paul, who is a lover of Christ, must take Christ with him everywhere and now he goes to the wolf's den.  He appropriately chooses the Areopagus of Athens, a place where philosophers met to debate the great themes of existence, and challenges them on their own turf.  He begins his discourse by citing a Greek philosopher named Creante:  "In God we move, act, and exist" and continues, "God, the same God manifested in the risen Christ Jesus, revealed to me that we will be resurrected after death."  When they heard Paul talk about resurrection from death, the philosophers, whom had initially had been taken by Paul’s discourse, slammed the door in his face saying "we would like to hear you talk about this again."


We too, must have the courage to take chances. Like Paul, we could be heard or refuted, but we know that this is the position of the disciples of Christ.  We can no longer remain only amongst ourselves.  We cannot guarantee ourselves an experience that would bring happiness into our spiritual lives if we don't make others aware of the grace and richness that, in our dialogue with God, He transmits to us.  That which we have received is not for us alone, we are to pass it on to others and must transmit is from one generation to the next.


To the above three points I should add a brief reflection about responsibility.  We, the laity, called to live Christianity  in the world, are invited to intensify our commitment to building communion, of distancing ourselves from those proposing an individualistic Christianity and from tailored celebrations that don't promote active participation in a spirit of sharing and ministry, learning to open up to others in a reciprocal exchange of faith.  Only through this attitude can there be an encounter with humanity, especially with those who are "different," distant for reasons of culture, religious beliefs or life experience.  In Gaudium et spes, Article 93, we read, "Christians have shouldered a gigantic task demanding fulfillment in this world.  Concerning this task they must give a reckoning to Him who will judge every man on the last day."  Additionally, to us Secular Franciscans, the greatest responsibility  confronting us in the world is that of service with a ministry that is humble and loyal  in spite of our limitations, fruit of our vocation from which we cannot distance ourselves without loosing our identity. 
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3. 

One experience of the SFO from Cameroon to Ethiopia
Two consecrated Secular Franciscans – Caroline Banlanjo and Irene Tangwa – members of the SFO Fraternity of Saint Anthony of Padua, in Shisong, Cameroon, travelled to Etiopia by invitation of Br. Angelo Pagano, vice provincial of the General Vice Province of Capuchins of Maria Kidane Meheret in Ethiopia.  This invitation had two objectives:  to have them share their experience with two young women, Anna and Francesca, who, under the guidance of another Capuchin, Fr. Angelo Antolini, pastor of Embecho, sought to live a consecrated life, and in order to revive the experience of the SFO in other parts of the country.

This is how, in summary, Caroline and Irene tell us about the extraordinary adventure that they experienced.

The first impact on the village of Embecho happened during their participation in the Christmas liturgy, when they made their first and most interesting discoveries, but the real involvement and engagement with the Ethiopian population began when they met the poor villagers in their own dwellings.  People welcomed them with the traditional hospitality of the Ethiopians, but the difficulties were many, such as getting used to the local food and dealing with some of the behaviors and traditional values, new and strange to Caroline and Irene.  They were inspired to have a daily Eucharistic Adoration to seek the spiritual strength they needed every day.  When the local Christians saw how they made their daily Eucharistic Adoration in the new chapel designated by Fr. Angelo especially for the Eucharistic Adoration, they exclaimed:  “Now we understand what Fr. Angelo had told us!” Therefore this humble testimony has renewed in the population the interest for Eucharistic Adoration, especially in the year dedicated particularly to the Eucharist by Pope John Paul II!

Some of the things that seemed truly bitter and strange for Caroline and Irene and have taken all their courage were:

· To visit the impoverished dwellings, shared by humans and animals, and infested with insects and all sorts of impurities, and there to drink tea or coffee, offered amid all the flies, and to eat pieces of black bread while the cows came near and tried gladly to eat it out of their hands.

· to watch  youngsters 17 or 18 years old, standing naked while they suffered the pains of circumcision, and also to listen to the truly shocking experiences of the girls who had endured circumcision, immediately before or after the traditional wedding ceremony;

· to watch crowds in the local markets, with every sort of merchandise exposed on the dusty ground, the air full of scents and strong smells, while the vendors disputed left and right;

· to watch full of pity uncircumcised boys half naked, ten years old and younger, who jumped up and down, watching the two foreign ladies with curiosity, with great joy and simplicity, probably because divine innocence is still in them and they are not ashamed to stand naked in front of other people.

Returning to Addis Ababa, where the rest of the Ethiopian SFO mission is located, they got seriously involved with the work of orphan adoption of Fr. Maurizio Golino.  Nobody can imagine how greatly has the number of orphans increased whose parents are killed by war, hunger and need, and especially right now by AIDS.  Hearing the stories of some of the orphans, relating the death of their parents, it’s surprising that even some of them escaped that terrible destiny.  Some of the mothers died giving birth because of difficulties caused by circumcision.  Some newborns were thrown away in the streets, and recovered, still alive, by the pastors, and taken to the adoption Center. 

All these above mentioned experiences caused Caroline and Irene to become even more involved with the daily real life of the population in various activities organized in several places;  these helped them understand the mentality of the people and to learn how to transmit the SFO values in a way compatible with the new brothers and sisters who found themselves living in such context of primary evangelization.

Many of the comments from those who participated of the SFO meetings and shared in some way those experiences, show that the two seminarians, Caaroline Banlanjo and Irene Tangawa, came at an opportune moment, the moment when the seeds were requested.  This because Ethiopia is an area of primary evangelization and the people’s mentality is that “the church is for the priests and religious”:  when the future Secular Franciscans were formed they could carry out the role of the laity in one of the local churches and testify to the Gospel with their way of life, through  Christian and Franciscan dimensions.   A certain feeling of emptiness exists in people, possibly due to the lack of opportunity to improve their human dignity and their Christian life, that could be filled, if they welcomed and received with love and joy, the beginning of the spirituality of the SFO for the Christian laity.

Some observations regarding human dignity follow:

· An important point is the habit of married children living with their parents.  This custom is understood and seen as an expression of love, but from another point of view, this causes lack of interest and laziness about seeking to change their living and dwelling situation.  Their lifestyle,  in its very expression, could improve if every couple had their own home for themselves and their children.  This would promote also the dignity and the unity of the family.

· The second point is female circumcision.  This terribly painful act is very traumatic for the women.  Furthermore it causes serious psychological consequences for mothers and their children.

· The third point is that agricultural activity in Southern Ethiopia is the exclusive task of the men who maintain their families with the produce of the fertile earth, while the women are concentrated only in the activities of the house, depending on the husband for the food. There is the risk of having to face terrible moments of penury if the husband dies.

The seed is germinated, that is, the spirituality of the SFO has begun. Now it has need of air, light, sun and fertilizer. This could be task of the spiritual assistants of the SFO in the different areas, who could give assistance and spiritual guidance, because the way in the beginning is uncertain and difficult without a good guide. Formation sessions could also be started and work fields for the members of the SFO, inviting the responsible laity and members of the Fraternities of other countries so they can contribute to an integral development of our brothers and sisters in Southern Ethiopia.
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4. 
CONVOCATION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN BISHOPS

A historical event took place on March 9-12 in Bogotá, Colombia: the First Latin American Congress of Ecclesial Movements and New Communities.  The Vice-Minister General of the SFO, Rosalvo Mota, M. Consuelo Nunez (Chelito), Councilor to the CIOFS Conference, and the National Minister of the SFO in Colombia, Jaime H. Perez participated as CIOFS representatives.   This Congress united the delegates of the 45 movements and new communities from 23 Latin American countries, 32 bishops, together with the CELAM Presidency, as well as a representative of the Pontifical Council for the Laity.  The central theme was “Disciples and Missionaries of Christ Today “.  The Christian as Christ’s Disciple, a sign of knowledge in the Latin American Church and of the fundamental urgency of the present moment were central topics:  the conservation of faith, the transmission of faith, the fructification of faith in all its dimensions of personal life, in our families, in our nations.  The Church is in permanent communion and reflection as in the Pontifical Council for the Laity, the entity proposing this type of convocation, under the direction of its secretary, Mons. Josef Clemens, and its President, Mons. Stanisław Ryłko.

In May 2007, in the Marian Sanctuary of Our Lady Aparecida in Brazil, the V General Conference of Latin American and Caribbean Bishops will be celebrated.  The work from Bogotá and the experience acquired there will be given attention at this future conference which will have as its theme “Disciples and Missionaries of Jesus Christ the reason our people has life in Him” – “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6)

As the Holy Father has stated in the message sent to the Congress, “the hope of the Church is that the new movements and  new communities will contribute to a renewed impulse to evangelization of all sectors of society, in the world of work and the family, of culture and education, finally in all the fields in which today’s humanity is involved.” 

As in the preceding conferences celebrated in Brazil (1955), in Medellin, Colombia (1968), in Puebla, Mexico (1979) and in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (1979), the Aparecida Conference will stress reflection and the pastoral action of the Church in the Latin American continent.

These Conferences have been convened by the Holy Father by request of the Bishops Conference, and it is the Holy Father who welcomes the idea of reunion, who approves the themes to be discussed, who opens the meeting and guides it with his inaugural speech.  It’s he who gives the final orientation, who knows when it’s convenient, and who approves all the conclusions, according to what he thinks is most convenient.  But all those convocations have only one animator – the Holy Spirit, under whose creator spirit the Church renews itself in a permanent Feast of Pentecost.  We may feel that we are in an ecclesial crisis, yet we have the certainty and the confidence that the Hoy Spirit is not in crisis, and we who follow the rule of Francis of Assisi point this out in a particular way.  The Holy Father reminded us of the historic example in the person of Francis of Assisi as he told the multitude of the faithful in the “Ecclesial Movements and New Communities” recently convened to celebrate the Vigil of Pentecost in St. Peter’s Plaza, last June 3:

“Beloved friends, we want to be such children of God that creation pays attention to, and we can be it, because in baptism the Lord has made us such. Yes, creation and history - they attend, wait for men and women who really are children of God and behave themselves as such. If we consider history, we see how around the monasteries creation has been able to prosper, as in the revival of the Spirit of God in the human hearts becoming  the radiance of the Creator Spirit in the whole earth - a splendor who was obscured by the barbarism of the mania of human power and at times quite nearly extinguished. And again, around Francis of Assisi, the same thing happens - it happens wherever the Spirit of God arrives in the souls, this Spirit who our hymn describes as light, love and vigor.”

The OFS plays an important role in the charisms that give life to the Church, by its maturity as and Order whose journey allows it to present itself as in the vanguard of participation and co-responsibility of the laity  in the life of our ecclesial communities.  The Latin American Secular Franciscans constitute an obvious majority among several of the lay movements and Orders in the continent, the reason that we have an important mandate to be in permanent harmony with all the preparatory work for the V Conference of the Latin American bishops which will take place in 2007 in Aparecida, Brazil.

The Church trusts that the children of Francis of Assisi will continue to work in the mission of restoring the Church.
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5.
SFO: What we can do for Franciscan Vocations

By Fred Schaeffer, SFO¹

Vocations to the priesthood and to religious life have been dwindling in the last thirty years. Various crises in, and outside of, our Church helped erode more vocations. The great problem in society with the gradually falling apart of the family unit has also diminished vocations. I recall the years of the late 1950’s until about 1970, vocations were plentiful. I spent some time with the Capuchins from 1958-1960, and I recall being in a giant class of Novices. I left for reasons having to do with illness in the family but probably also because I was, at that point, too young and inexperienced. So what has happened? Why are vocations so scarce today?

I live in a country where there are still people, particularly young people who have never heard of the Catholic Church. In my experiences in ministry to those in jails and prisons, I meet with people who have never dealt with the Church as an institution. And, in society, so many say they believe in God, but they really do not know what God does for them. Interest in God diminishes, and thought of a vocation is simply non-existent. 

According to the Diocese of Phoenix, Arizona, the U.S. Catholic population in 2004 was 67,259,768 -- an increase of some 850,000 over the 66,407,702 reported in 2003. Catholics continue to make up 23 percent of the total U.S. population. Included in these national figures are data from Puerto Rico, a U.S. commonwealth, and U.S. territories overseas such as the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa and Guam. 


The number of priests declined from 44,487 last year to 44,212 this year. Of these, 14,729 were members of religious orders and 29,483 were diocesan.
Permanent deacons have increased from 14,106 last year to 14,693 this year.
The number of religious brothers was 5,504, or 64 fewer than last year. Religious sisters numbered 71,468, a decline of 3,212 from last year. These are alarming statistics, and those of 2003 also showed a decline in religious.

Part of the reason for this decline, I believe, is aging. The priests/religious of the 1950’s and 1960’s are now aging and are close to retirement, if this is an option for them. Fewer and fewer vocations since the 70’s leave this aging population without replacements.

The Franciscan Order is not exempt when it comes to dwindling vocations.  As a religious Order, they’ve experienced similar declines in vocations as the Church in general, over the same number of years. One no longer hears of classes of 10-15 applicants, but of one or two. 

The Secular Franciscan Order is a group that shows remarkable unity of purpose, world-wide, and in July of 1996, the SFO had about 435,000 professed members. At the end of 2002, there were 400,000 professed members. So we’ve also seen a decline. Still, if we, as a worldwide group of prayerful penitents, begin working to increase vocations to the SFO and to the rest of the Franciscan family, in the Name of Jesus and with the assistance of Our Lady, Queen of the Franciscan Order, and the help of our Seraphic father, St. Francis of Assisi, there’s no telling what we can accomplish!

There is, in my opinion, only one way to increase vocations, through prayer! Constant, loving prayer! When I spent some time in the OFM from 1996 to 1998, we were given a list of prayers that could be and was added to the Intercession of the Liturgy of the Hours. They are found on another page.

If all Secular Franciscans would add these petitions to their daily prayers, or make them Rosary intentions, for vocations to the Franciscan family, then there will be new vocations. Let’s light that flame, bring the Holy Spirit into your life, and pray for our family, for our Franciscan family. 

Let us encourage those Secular Franciscans or other members of the laity, who display an interest in religious life. Make them your prayer project. Keep in close contact with them. Do not worry about Secular Franciscans wanting to join any of the Orders of the Franciscan First Order. They will remain a part of our Franciscan family. They are a gift from God!

I hope the friars of St. John the Baptist province won’t mind us using their vocation petitions. These were used by them in 1996-7. We don’t know if they are still in use.

_____________________________________________
1. Fred Schaeffer serves as webmaster for various SFO websites, including www.ciofs.org, the Website of the International Council of the Secular Franciscan Order. He was professed on October 4, 1994, and serves as Vice-Minister to Divine Mercy SFO Fraternity, in Vero Beach, Florida (USA), and is Regional Webmaster of Five Franciscan Martyrs Region. Fred spent a number of years as a monk in a contemplative order, but left largely for health reasons. He has done a lot of writing on his own website www.fredsfo.org and the Regional website, www.franciscan-sfo.org.
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	FRANCISCAN VOCATION PETITIONS
FOR THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS

 Sunday Morning Prayer 
   O God, you revealed the mystery of your being
   Creator, Redeemer arid Sanctifier;
   —help the Franciscan family to witness to the 
   diversity of community life.
 Sunday Evening Prayer
   O God, you have called Franciscans to be a people
   united In your love;
   —may our witness help bring about justice and 
   peace for all
 Monday Morning Prayer 
   O God, you have given us the mission of sharing the
   Good News of your Kingdom with an people;
   —continue to raise up in the Franciscan family 
   more of our brothers and sisters to spread the 
   Gospel.
 Monday Evening Prayer:
   O God, you sent your disciples to all the world to
   announce the Kingdom;
   —may all Secular Franciscans be faithful witnesses
   of  your love and peace.
 Tuesday Morning Prayer
   O God, you have called us to conform our lives to 
   the Gospel;
   —teach all Franciscans to embrace a life of joyful
   penance and keep us single-minded in your service. 
 Tuesday Evening Prayer:
   O God, you have called us to be a people of prayer
   after the example of Francis and Clare;
   —may our lives of prayer be our source of strength
   in serving the People of God.
 Wednesday Morning Prayer: 
   O God, the Apostles answered Jesus call to come
   and see';
   —grant us the fervor to invite others to our
   Franciscan way of life. 
	 Wednesday Evening Prayer:
   O God, Francis and Clare were poor and humble;
   —may our living of these virtues encourage others to
   follow the Franciscan way of following Christ.
 Thursday Morning Prayer:
   O God, Francis and Clare had great awe and reverence
   for the Eucharist;
   —may our devotion to Jesus Body and Blood be 
   an example to those who aspire to the Franciscan life.
 Thursday Evening Prayer:
   O God, Francis saw your love for us in Brother Sun,
   Sister Moon and all creation;
   —may his joyful contemplation of your handiwork
   lead us to a deeper knowledge of you.
 Friday Morning Prayer:
   O God, Francis' imitation of Christ led him to 
   the Gift of the Stigmata;
   —may our daily crosses lift us up to a greater love
   of you and your people.
 Friday Evening Prayer:
   O God, Jesus taught us by his life to place our lives
    in your hands;
   —give all Franciscans the courage and love to
   accept a share In the Paschal Mystery.
 Saturday Morning Prayer:
   O God, the Virgin Mary accepted the call to be the
   Mother of Jesus;
    —may the love of our own Franciscan vacation
    bring forth a new birth of justice and holiness in
    the world.
 Saturday Evening Prayer:
   O God, help us to listen to your will by walking in 
   the footsteps of your Son;
   —so that guided by the Spirit, our Franciscan lives 
   may call others to holiness and service.
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6.
The value of femininity.

María Isabel Panattoni SFO

St. Clare of Assisi was born in 1194 and she died in 1253, at the age of sixty.  Clare received this name because one day, while her mother Ortolana was pregnant of this her first daughter, she was praying before the image of a Crucified Jesus, and felt a voice that  told her:  "Don´t be afraid, you will be saved and  an intense light will come to the world from you that will shine and remain as the most  clear light."  

Following the example of life of Clare and Francis of Assisi, we can even live a more beautiful and holy life.  We have a message on behalf of these phenomenal characters:  to follow the Rule that shows us the fundamental elements in our way of life.  The Lord  calls us to be his disciples and witnesses in the world, observing our vocation and mission, following Jesus and finding our siblings.  Knowing our vocation, we should love her and  correspond him with total fidelity and generosity.  

The form of life common to the whole Franciscan Family consists in "living the sacred Gospel of Jesus Christ,  deciding on each thing the Spirit of the Lord and its sacred operation". One can say that it is necessary to give absolute priority to the sentence, to the view and a perfect observance of the Gospel.  "The son of God is our road" (Test. C. 1-5).  

This road has Clare and Francis living, until the end of its existence, a life without  comfort, humble and poor.  And us?  Do we live a true Franciscan life?  Which are our values?  Our priorities?  St. Clare has lived her fire of love in the cloister and she has inflamed the whole world through the example of her life.  A true mystic burns a unique passion that configures it to Christ.  St.Clare teaches us that only those who have conquered through love can understand the mystic, radical and absolute experience that she has lived.  

"The genius of the femininity irradiates one wealth when he senses the essential thing and he gives the fair value to the secondary things" (Fr.Giacomo Bini). It is not enough to understand and keep going, it is necessary to share Jesus' destination and to take his cross.  

It is difficult to live what it is essential  and the logic of the cross.  (Lc. 9-23-24) just freely interpreting the authentic values and in a consumer way of living,  This logic of the cross, results not evident and it is always disturbing.  The "world"  doesn't accept it because it is based in the efficiency that produces a "neurosis" of the result, of the appearance, of the commendation, of the fame.

Clare's and Francis' miracle, both faithful to the Gospel, it is possible from their  total abandonment in God that continuous feeding an unfailing hope.  These saints respond, in a loving and passionate way, to the passion of God for  man with the fearlessness of absolute poverty, of the darkness that drives us to the cross, to a modest lifestyle.  Clare and Francis of Assisi found the real "freedom"  through the "great test"  

For us it is difficult to assimilate the world of  "sanctity living". The ordinary values speak a very different language and they push us toward the seduction of the world, choosing the more easy road, which leads us to accumulate even more.  How then we could  called ourselves missionaries and apostles of Christ?  It is necessary to find the deep sense of our mission, of our duty:  looking for the authentic values of our activity, through Clare and Francis of Assisi and following  Jesus, our teacher, to give a sense to our life, to discover how to live in love and happiness because: "Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming power of love and pardon". (Reg. OFS No.19).  For this reason it is that our ideal of following Francis and Clare, it is great and magnificent.  They responded faithfully to Jesus' call, true man that has loved us until death in the Cross as a malefactor.  

Clare and Francis have believed in the word of God to begin their new walk.   
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7. 
CALTANISSETTA - SICILIA –

 FIRST REGIONAL CHAPTER OF MATS

Fr. Martin Bitter, OFMConv.


Sunday June 25th, in a very hot but festive day, Secular Franciscans from Sicilia (Italy) met in Caltanissetta, at the communal Stadium to celebrate the First Regional Chapter of Mats.  Around 1500 people participated, and also Spiritual Assistants from local and regional levels of the First Order (OFM, OFMConv, OFMCap)  and TOR.  We recall that a year ago, members of the Sicilian SFO celebrated the First Unified Regional Chapter. 


The Program included a welcoming Liturgy.  Welcoming all participants were Pietro Vivona, SFO, Regional Minister; Salvador Messana, the Caltanissetta Mayor; Fr. Salvino Pulizzotto, OFMConv President in charge of the Regional Assistants Conference; one Poor Clare Sister in the name of the Poor Clare sisters from Sicilia; and, Rosa Galimberti, SFO Italy National Minister.  Benedetto Lino, International SFO Councilor presented the theme titled, “Join together:  so that they might have my joy in their hearts in all its fullness”  (Jn 17:13), which was enriched from an ecclesiastical point of view by the intervention of Rosa Galimberti. 


After sharing a picnic, the festival continued with a Franciscan-poetic moment under the care of Giorgio Villa, actor and movie director.  There was also a Concert with “Gospel” music by the group “The Good News Voices". The Eucharist was concelebrated by the OFM, OFMCap and OFMConv. Provincial Ministers, presided by Fr. Martín Pablo Bitzer, OFMConv, General Assistant.  With this wonderful day the Sicilian SFO has given a strong testimony to other Italian regions which have not yet celebrated their unified Chapter, and praised the Lord for the other 10 Regions may enjoy the grace of unity as well. 
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